Litany of Commemoration on the 

First Anniversary of the September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attack on our Nation 

LEADER:    Let us join together in a prayerful dialogue, as we remember the events of September 11, 2001.  We recall the victims of terrorism who perished in the World Trade Center, at the Pentagon and in Pennsylvania.

Response:  In Your Mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    We mourn the loss of thousands of innocent victims who were killed during the attacks:  men, women, and children who received the gift of life from You and had it taken away in so cruel a fashion.   Give them rest in Your nurturing embrace.

Response:    In Your Mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    We remember the heroic rescue workers who died in the line of duty:  police, firefighters, paramedics, chaplains and health care providers, who willingly put their lives on the line to save others.  May we learn from their acts of self-sacrifice.

Response:  In Your Mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    We remember the extended families of every victim: husbands, wives and children, mothers, fathers, significant others, friends, coworkers and colleagues whose lives have been irreparably altered.  Extend Your love and deep concern for them.  For those still recovering from their wounds, ease their agony with Your Divine comfort.

Response:  In Your Mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    We thank You, God, for those who escaped or were evacuated.  We ask you to walk with them daily, calming their fears, removing any guilt of survival, and healing their troubled memories.  

Response:  In Your Mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    For our nation’s heroes, our veterans, who have fought wars of different eras, but whose wounds were reopened by this violence against the United States of America.  May we offer them the highest quality of holistic health care, today and always.

Response:  In your Mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    To our President, his Cabinet, Congress, and to city, state and national leaders, give them wisdom and sound judgment as they lead us through this period of terrorism and into a future of peace.

Response:  In your Mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    For all military personnel of every branch of the U.S. Armed Forces, those on active duty, those called up from reserves, and their families and friends, keep them always within Your protective care.

Response:  In Your mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    For every employee of the Department of Veterans Affairs who cares for veterans, in every medical facility, benefits office and cemetery, for those in network and regional offices and in VA Central Office.  Grant that all may recognize the sacred nature of our mission.

Response:  In Your mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer

LEADER:    We ask you to mend all the lives shattered by the events of September 11, 2001.  Bring Your healing to individuals, to families, communities, businesses, and to our nation.  Continue to strengthen our  national spirit and renew our sense of resolve to be a force for light, for love and for freedom in our world.

ALL:    We ask for wisdom, that we might mourn but not be consumed by hatred; that we might remember, but never lose hope.  Renew our faith in the power of Your love to overcome the forces of evil.  We pray to you, O God, that the scourge of terrorism be lifted from our land and from Your world.  In Your mercy, O God, Hear our Prayer.  Amen
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